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Foundation Work for Main Station Building South End (later to become part of the Station Hotel)
“Summary of the Construction of the Tokyo Urban Elevated Railway,” 1914

With the acquisition of land completed, construction begins in March 1908 for the
Central Terminal Building, simultaneously with the construction of the elevated tracks.
The building seen at the center of the photograph is the Tokyo Prefectural Office,
completed in 1894.
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Erection of Steel Frames

“Summary of the Construction of the Tokyo Urban Elevated Railway,” 1914

Erection of steel frames begins from the southern edge. An electric train on the
Yamanote Line can be seen in operation on the now completed elevated tracks
running to and from Gofukubashi Station. Photograph taken in 1910.
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Construction site seen from the completed elevated tracks.

“Summary of the Construction of the Tokyo Urban Elevated Railway,” 1914

The steel frame for the southern dome is complete and work is progressing towards
the center. Photograph taken in 1910.
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Full view of the steel framework of the Central Terminal
Building on its completion.

Commemorative Photo Album, December 1914

Construction for the Central Terminal Building begins in March
1908. Eighteen thousand pine piles are driven into the
foundations, 3157 tons of steel are used for the steel frames, and
the erection of the steel frames is complete by September 1911.
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1908 (41st year of the Meiji Era)

Construction begins for the Central
Terminal.
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The design is entrusted to Dr. Kingo Tatsuno, the
leading architect in Japan, and the former chancellor of
the Tokyo Imperial University Technical College (now
the University of Tokyo, Faculty of Engineering).
Initially the plan was small in scale but many design
changes were made at the insistence of Shinpei Goto,

the first Governor of the Railway Agency, and the
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HERERBE70AESEEABE A commemorative platform ticket celebrating the 70th anniversary
19844 (FBH159) 1281 B 54T of Tokyo Station (Issued December 1, 1984)

Colored woodcut depicting the manners of the Taisho Era.
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Full view of Tokyo Station immediately after its completion
“Commemorative Photo Album December 1914,” 1914

The entrance at the center was for the exclusive use of the Imperial household.
The dome to the right (South) was used as the entrance, and the dome to the
left (North) was used as the exit. The separation of the entrance and the exit
continued until 1948. A large open space was created in front of the station.
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1914 (3rd year of Taisho era)

The name “Tokyo Station”,
finally settled by the announcement
of the Railway Authority.
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Tokyo Station was referred to as the Central Terminal
during its construction stage. Some people believed it
should be renamed Tokyo Station, given its position in
the center of Japan, as it would be easy for everyone
around the country to recognize. Others argued that
there were already many stations in To like Ueno
and Shinjuku,. that giving the name Tokyo Station to
the central terminal was not right, and that the station
that represents the capital should be called Central
Station, as in many other cities around the world. The
vigorous debate continued. Just two weeks before its
opening, the Railway Authority announced the decision

to name it Tokyo Station.
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